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Message from the President

As | begin this year as NCASFAA President, | am honored to serve the
dedicated, hardworking financial aid professionals who work tirelessly to
make dreams of a postecondary education become a reality for the
students we serve.

Our theme for the 201415 yeariso Be t he Bri dge; Turn
Into Opportunities f or Obehot mySavarient s
guotes from Nikos Kazantzakisi3,Tr ue t eachers are t hc
as bridges over which they invite their students to cross; then, having facilita
their crossing, joyfully collbdiges e, |
that as we all work our way through the remainder of the summer and
prepare for the start of fall semester, we <can
matter how frustrated and frazzled we become du
th¥ werk We"do is valuable and life changing for the students at our colleges and universities.

Cathy Shell, 2014 -15
NCASFAA President

The NCASFAA Executive Board retreat was held Julyl33at the Crowne Plaza Resort in Asheville,
where we began much of the planning for this year. | am blessed to be surrounded by such a dedicated
group of elected officers and committee chairs and am impressed by the thought, creativity, and wisdom
that was demonstrated at our first Board meeting. Along with writing a mission statement for NCASFAA,
we developed a task force to write a strategic, long range plan for our Association, and are working on
improvements to our website.

To those of you who are already actively involved in the Association, please accept my thanks. If you are
interested in becoming more actively involved, | encourage you to complete the volunteer form on our
website. Our Association needs you, so now is the time to volunteer to serve on a committee, moderate

a conference session, or present a session at a conference or webinar. Together we will continue to be
bridge builders for our profession and the students we serve.

Please know that | want to serve NCASFAA well and that service includes hearing from you. Please let
me know if you have any specific training needs
things that are working well, and things that need improvement. NCASFAA is your Association and | am
privileged and honored to serve you. Please contact me with any questions, concerns, or comments that
you may have ahell@Imc.edu

As we make this final push to get everyone verified, packaged, originated, and enrolled, please remember
that NCASFAA is your support group and that we have a network of colleagues to lean on. Take care of
yourselves and know that as you are working that fiftieth or sixtieth hour this week that you are
appreciated.

C@az/&ﬁa:


mailto:shell@lmc.edu

Your 2014 -15 NCASFAA Board in Action!

The NCASFAA Board was hard at work during the Julyl53Board meeting in Asheville, NC. Here are some highlights from the
meeting.

9 The Board voted on and established a Mission Statement for NCASFAA. The NCASFAA Mission Statement states:
Y The North Carolina Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (NCASFAA) provides training and

professional development opportunities to the financial aid community, advocates on behalf of financial aid

professionals, and strives to promote educational access and choice for students.

9 A Long Range/Strategic Plan Task Force was created to perform a SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities,
Threats) analysis and establish long term goals for NCASFAA and determine methods that will be used to accomplish
those goals. Members of the Task Force are: Joey Trogdon, Teresa Williams, Dana Kelly, Robert Muhammad, Tonja

Suttles, and Bridget Ellis.

1 Coming soorfi a new look to our website! Cedric Barksdale is working hard with ATAC to design a new website.

Below are some pictures of your Board working hard to make sure NCASFAA gets off to a great start ©12014




Save the Date! Fall Conference

The Fall Conference dates are November18, 2014 in beautiful Asheville, NC.JA
The Crown Plaza Resort will play host to our event this year. The theme for t |
conference i B8 Turing Challerges o Oppgrtenities for the
Students We Serve!o

You can book your guest room at http://www.ashevillesp.com. Our room rategs .
expires October 8, 2014, so book early! On the homepage of the link
mentioned, select OReserve Onlinedé and enter group coO:

We are glad to have our favorite Fed back for the fall conference, David Bartnicki! He, along with Wood Mason
and Dan Klock from Federal Student Aid, are confirmed.

New Aid Officers plan to come early! There will be a special-poaference event just for you.

Our Fall Conference charity will be the Grandfather Home for Children. More
§=- on our great charity in the next section!

Dondét forget that on Monday night of the
yPresident s Dessert Reception and Bingo.
o the prize pool. Please consider asking the powers that be on your campus for

items that we could potentially give as prizes during Bingo!

Mark your calendars now! You will not want to miss this conference!

Conference Charity

Our fall conference charity is Grandfather Home for Children in
Banner EIk, NC.

Grandfather Home for Children is a Christian ministry providing love
and healing for more than 500 children each year. The children served
by Grandfather Home for Children have experienced deep hurt from
unimaginable abuse, neglect and sometimes both.

Generations of children have been given a warm and comfortable bed

with nurturing caregivers who help give them mueteded direction.
Today, the campus hosts residential care programs and serves as the hub for several ¢argéittg services
stretching from the Carolina mountains west of Asheville to the sand hills east of Raleigh.

Grandfather Home for Children staff work with their children to resolve their hurt and to provide acceptance,

hope and new life skills to overcome the challenges they face. They strive to mend families whenever possible, and
involve parents in treatment initiatives. If a child cannot be reunited with his or her biological family, they work to
place the child with a trained foster family, and eventually an adoptive family. They understand a loving family
environment is crucial for children to develop and thrive, so they provide support to all foster and adoptive

families so they have the resources needed to nurture their children.

For more information about Grandfather Home for Children, please visit their website at
www.grandfatherhome.org.

More information regarding opportunities to support the charity will be forthcoming, but for now please consider
donating a basket or other items for the silent auction.
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