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2016-2017 Application Enhancements 

•Federal School Codes Listed on the ISIR and 

Displayed in FAA Access  
 

–Schools will only see their school on the record 

–Students will see the full list on the Student Aid 

Report(SAR) 

–If there are 10 schools, you will not be able to add your 

school 

–No change on the ISIR sent to States Agencies 
 

•Edit to prevent reporting of same SSN for parents 
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2016-2017 Application Enhancements 

•Net worth 

–Provide applicants/parents with examples of how to 

calculate net worth of investments, businesses, and 

investment farms with a negative value 

•i.e. investment or property with a negative value, 

examples use “0” in net worth calculation 

•Marital Status date 

–Online applicants required to re-enter or change marital 

status date if response to Marital Status question changed 

•New messages displayed to help ensure accuracy of 

IRA and Pension data when untaxed amounts greater 

than 0 

 4 

2017-2018 Application - Breaking News!  

•2017-2018 Processing Announcements 

–Beginning with 2017-2018, the FAFSA cycle will 

begin October 1 instead of January 1 

•2017-2018 FAFSA filing will begin October 1, 2016 

•Gives more time to review, submit & update FAFSA data 

–Beginning with 2017-2018, FAFSA income 

information will come from the “prior, prior year” 

•2017-2018 FAFSA will collect tax year 2015 income 

information 
 

More information coming soon. Stay tuned to IFAP! 

5 9/14/15 Elec. Ann. 
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FY 2012 3-Year Official National Cohort Default Rates 
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Schools
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Borrowers 

Defaulted
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Borrowers 

Entered 

Repayment

Public 1,667 11.7% 301,453 2,563,157 1,637 12.9% 292,012 2,252,334 1,619 13.0% 250,661 1,922,773

    Less than 2 yrs 148 12.2% 1,241 10,151 146 13.6% 1,196 8,750 139 16.5% 1,315 7,963

    2-3 yrs 854 19.1% 173,628 905,058 841 20.6% 158,104 767,073 840 20.9% 125,764 599,467

    4yrs(+) 665 7.6% 126,584 1,647,948 650 8.9% 132,712 1,476,511 640 9.3% 123,582 1,315,343

Private 1,727 6.8% 73,747 1,083,328 1,712 7.2% 70,186 969,156 1,712 8.2% 72,347 879,269

    Less than 2 yrs 49 22.4% 2,318 10,336 43 25.0% 1,644 6,567 41 21.8% 1,097 5,020

    2-3 yrs 161 14.6% 6,193 42,274 161 12.0% 2,026 16,861 168 14.2% 2,305 16,217

    4yrs(+) 1,517 6.3% 65,236 1,030,718 1,508 7.0% 66,516 945,728 1,503 8.0% 68,945 858,032

Proprietary 2,294 15.8% 235,384 1,486,162 2,277 19.1% 288,126 1,500,812 2,187 21.8% 277,088 1,270,965

    Less than 2 yrs 1,199 17.7% 33,393 188,549 1,177 20.6% 38,686 187,209 1117 20.9% 34,811 165,921

    2-3 yrs 747 17.7% 62,650 353,777 762 19.8% 77,441 390,649 743 21.4% 71,853 334,459

    4 yrs(+) 348 14.7% 139,341 943,836 338 18.6% 171,999 922,954 327 22.1% 170,424 770,585

Foreign 431 3.3% 372 11,266 428 3.8% 403 10,488 432 4.6% 449 9,562

Unclassified 2 0.0% 0 5 1 0.0% 0 3 1 0.0% 0 1

TOTAL 6,121 11.8% 610,956 5,143,918 6,055 13.7% 650,727 4,732,793 5,951 14.7% 600,545 4,082,570

Fiscal Year 2010 OfficialFiscal Year 2011 OfficialFiscal Year 2012 Official

National Default Rates – FY 2012 

•On September 28, 2015, the Department electronically 

distributed FY 2012 3-Year official cohort default rates 

to all eligible schools 
 

•Please don’t forget to review your CDR data and 

appeal as appropriate within the required time frames 

–Time period for appeals begins on Tuesday, October 6, 2015  
 

•Questions about default rates - contact 

fsa.schools.default.management@ed.gov or call the 

Operations Performance Division Hotline at (202) 377-

4259 
 

 

mailto:fsa.schools.default.management@ed.gov
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Counseling type Required for: When: 

Entrance 

¶ First time subsidized or 
unsubsidized loan borrowers  

¶ First time graduate/professional 
student PLUS borrowers  

Prior to receiving funds the first 
time a student borrows as an 
undergraduate or 
graduate/professional student 

Financial Awareness 
Counseling (FAC) 

 

Not required   

PLUS 

PLUS Borrowers (graduate/ 
professional students and parents) 
who have an adverse credit history 
but who 
¶ Obtain an endorser 
¶ Satisfactorily document 

extenuating circumstances to the 
Department of Education 

Each year the borrower requests 
a PLUS loan and has an adverse 
credit history. 
  
  

Exit  

Student borrowers 
  

When student borrowers 
graduate, leave school, or drop 
below half-time enrollment 

TEACH Initial and 
Subsequent 
Counseling 

 

TEACH Grant recipients 

 

Each year a student receives a 
TEACH Grant 

TEACH Exit 
Counseling 

 

TEACH Grant recipients 
When TEACH Grant recipient 
leaves school, drops below half-
time enrollment, or leaves the 
TEACH eligible program  

12 

Resources 

•GEN-15-11 

•Federal Register Notice – June 26, 2015 

•Suggested Text – Coming soon! 
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 2016-17 Verification 

Verification Tracking Group changes: 

•Verification Tracking Group V3 (Child 

Support Paid) has been removed 

• Applicants placed in V1, V4, V5, and V6 

must still verify child support paid if on ISIR 

14 

 2016-17 Verification 
Verification Tracking Group changes: 

•Applicants may be moved from previously assigned 

Groups V1, V4, and V6 to Tracking Group V5 

–Applicant is only required to verify the additional items 

in V5 that were not previously verified 

•if verification not completed for previously assigned 

Verification Tracking Group (V1, V4, and V6) prior to 

student moving to V5, institution is only required to verify 

the FAFSA information in Verification Tracking Group V5 

–If applicant is moved to Verification Tracking Group V5, 

no additional disbursements of any Title IV aid may be 

made until verification is completed  
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 2016-17 Verification 

Verification Tracking Group changes: 

•Applicants moved to Verification Tracking 

Group V5 

–If Title IV aid had been disbursed prior to 

receiving an ISIR with the new V5, and the 

applicant does not complete verification, the 

applicant is liable for the full amount of TIV aid 

disbursed for 2016-2017 

–The institution is not liable 
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 2016-17 Verification 
Income Information for Non-IRS Tax Filers  

•Tax filers who filed an income tax return with a taxing 

authority in a U.S. territory (Guam, American 

Samoa, the U.S. Virgin Islands) or commonwealth 

(Puerto Rico and the Northern Mariana Islands) or 

with a foreign central government, must submit a 

copy of a transcript of their tax information  

–A signed copy of the applicable 2015 income tax return 

that was filed with the taxing authority is only 

acceptable if tax filers are unable to obtain a free copy 

of a transcript of their tax information 
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 2016-17 Verification 
Income Information for Non-IRS Nontax Filers  

•Residents of the Freely Associated States 

(Republic of the Marshall Islands, the Republic of 

Palau, the Federated States of Micronesia), and a 

U.S. territory or commonwealth or a foreign 

central government who are not required to file an 

income tax return under that taxing authority’s rules 

must submit: 

– a copy of their Wage and Tax Statement (or equivalent 

documentation) for each source of employment income and 

–a signed statement identifying all of the individual’s income 

and taxes  

18 

 Verification Policy Updates 
High School Completion Status  

•For V4 and V5, if institution successfully verified and 

documented applicant’s high school completion status 

for a prior award year, verification of high school 

completion status is not required for subsequent years 

•An institution may not accept as alternative 

documentation an applicant’s self-certification, nor a 

DD Form 214 Certificate 

Identity/Statement of Educational Purpose  

•The valid government-issued photo identification used 

to verify an applicant’s identity must not have expired  
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 Verification Policy Updates 
Victims of IRS tax-related identity theft must submit: 
 

•Statement signed and dated by tax filer indicating they 

were victims of IRS tax-related identity theft and the IRS 

has been made aware of the tax-related identity theft; and  

•A Tax Return DataBase View (TRDBV) transcript obtained 

from the IRS  

–Tax filers who cannot obtain a TRDBV transcript may instead 

submit another official IRS transcript or equivalent document 

provided by the IRS if it includes all of the income and tax 

information required to be verified 

Guidance applies to 15/16 and subsequent years  

•Posted in 6/26/15 Federal Register Notice 

20 

 Verification Policy Updates 

Individuals who filed an amended tax return 

must submit the following documents to the 

institution: 
 

•an IRS Tax Return Transcript, or any other IRS tax 

transcript(s) that include all of the income and tax 

information required to be verified; and 

•a signed copy of the IRS Form 1040X that was filed 

with the IRS 

Guidance effective 8/13/15 for 15/16 and subsequent years  

•Posted on Program Integrity Q & A website 

October 2, 2015 Electronic Announcement 

•Alternative documentation allowed when tax filer 

RECENTLY requested but unable  to obtain an IRS 

Tax Return Transcript using the IRS paper or on-line 

request process  

•No alternative documents for telephone requests  

•Exception not permitted for –  

–transcripts unable to be obtained simply because the IRS 

has not had time to process the data due to a recent filing 

–saying the "Get Transcript Online" tool is not available  

21 

For 2015-2016 award year 
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2015-2016 – Transcripts Unavailable 

ÁAlternative documentation includes: 

•Signed copy of relevant 2014 IRS tax return  

         AND 

•Statement from tax filer, on or attached to the return, certifying 

same data submitted to the IRS 

               AND 

•Communication from IRS stating request unsuccessful  

–Letter from IRS (signed and dated by tax filer); or 

–Screen shot print (signed and dated by tax filer)                

        AND 

•Completed and signed IRS Form 4506 T-EZ or 4506-T listing 

institution as third party – only send to IRS if doubt accuracy 

 

 

 

22 
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GE Programs 
•At proprietary institutions, ALL programs (degree and 

nondegree) are GE Programs except for – 

•Preparatory coursework necessary for enrollment in a 

Title IV eligible program 

•Approved Comprehensive Transition and 

Postsecondary Programs for students with intellectual 

disabilities; and 

•A limited number of bachelor degree programs in liberal 

arts if the institution has been regionally accredited 

since October 2007 and the program has been offered 

by the institution since January 2009  

 

 24 
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GE Programs 
•At public institutions and not-for-profit institutions, all 

NONDEGREE programs are GE Programs except for – 

•Programs of at least two years in length designed to be 

fully transferable to a bachelor’s degree program where 

the institution does not confer a credential upon 

completion of the coursework  

•Approved Comprehensive Transition and Postsecondary 

Programs for students with intellectual disabilities  

•Preparatory coursework necessary for enrollment in an 

eligible program; and 

•Teacher certification programs where the institution does 

not award a credential  

 

 
25 

GE Reporting  

•Report all Title IV students by July 31, 2015 

•Report 2008-09 through 2013-14 award years 

•Programs with Medical and Dental Residencies 

report  2007-08 through 2013-14 award years 
 

•Report future award years by October 1 

after end of the award year 

•Report 2014 – 2015 Award Year by October 1, 

2015 
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GE Data to Report 
•Institutional, Program, Student Enrollment, and 

Student Financial Data  

–ONLY submit data on students enrolled in a GE 

program 

–ONLY submit data on Title IV aid recipients  

–ONLY submit data for programs that exist as of 7/1/12 

•Schools must report data for GE programs that were 

discontinued on or after July 1, 2012 and before July 1, 

2015 for any of the award years 2008-2009 through 2013-

2014, in which students received Title IV aid for 

enrollment in the programs 

•8/10/15 Electronic Announcement 
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GE Program Tracking 

•Gainful Employment Program Tracking Web page 

(NSLDS) 

•Listed under the ORG Tab 

•Provides a listing of the GE programs ED records show the 

institution offers 

•Shows whether the institution has reported to NSLDS the 

GE information for any required programs 
 

•Resources 

–NSLDS Gainful Employment User Guide, Chapter 4 

–“GE Program Detail Response Status Report”  - provides GE data 

institution has reported to NSLDS 

29 

Confirming GE Compliance 
GE EA #61 – October 8, 2015 

•An institution has met its reporting requirement for a GE 

program on the NSLDS GE Program Tracker List for a year –  

–If ‘Yes’ is in the ‘Source GE’ column for the program 

• ‘Yes’ indicates institution reported students for that 

program for that year  

         OR  

• If any value other than ‘A1’ is in the ‘Status Reason’ column 

for the program for that year  

–A value other than ‘A1’ means that the institution annotated 

the tracker to indicate that the program does not need GE 

reporting for that year 

30 

Confirming GE Compliance 

GE EA #61 – October 8, 2015 

•Institutions must report or annotate every 

program included on the institution’s NSLDS GE 

Program Tracker List for each award year (2008-

2009 through 2013-2014), even if the program 

was not offered for a year or if there were no Title 

IV aid recipients enrolled in the program for a 

year 

 

For more information please see the 10/8/15 EA 
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Debt- to-Earnings Rate Calculation Process 

31 

Please see Chapter 5 and 
 Appendix B in the NSLDS 

GE User Guide 

Data Challenges and Appeals Solution  

GE electronic announcement #64 – October 22, 2015 

•NEW Data Challenges and Appeals Solution (DCAS) system 

will allow schools to submit challenges to data elements from 

the Draft GE Completers List and eventually to challenge 

information used to calculate the debt-to-earnings (D/E) rates 

•Going forward, DCAS functionality will expand in phases to 

include all appeals, requests for adjustments and challenges 

related to institutional cohort default rates (CDRs) 

•After DCAS is fully implemented, eCDR Appeals system will end 

•Authorized users at your school will gain access to the new 

service via the SAIG Enrollment Web site 

•Stay tuned to IFAP for training opportunities, updated manuals 

and registration and system availability 

32 

Certifications 
GE electronic announcement #54 – June 11, 2015 

ÁTIV schools that won’t execute a PPA between July 1, 2015 and 

December 31, 2015 must provide a Transitional Certification  

signed by CEO/President to GECertifcation@ed.gov 

ÁCertifying that each GE program meets all TIV eligibility criteria 

ÁNew PPAs executed on or after July 1, 2015 will have the new 

certifications incorporated into the PPA language 

ÁAfter transitional certification provided, adding/revising GE 

program data on E-App that does not result in a new PPA, will 

need to provide a new certification each time E-App is updated 

ÁCertification processing instructions and sample certification 

language are attached to the GE EA #54 

ÁQuestions/concerns, please email - GECertification@ed.gov 

33 
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Disclosures Under New Final Rules 

 
 

•Through December 31, 2016, current disclosure 

requirements remain in effect 
•Occupations; Normal time to complete program; On-time 

graduation rate for completers; Tuition & fees, books & 

supplies, room & board; Placement rate for completers (as 

determined by State or Accreditor methodology); and 

Median loan debt 
 

•Institutions must comply with new disclosure 

requirements  (October 31, 2014 Final Rules) 

beginning January 1, 2017 
•ED to conduct consumer testing and hold focus groups to 

determine new disclosure requirements and prepare new 

disclosure template 

GE Resources 
•GE Information Page on IFAP  

•Federal Register Notices; DCLs; Electronic Announcements; 

FAQs; Webinars; Presentations; Resources 

http://www.ifap.ed.gov/GainfulEmploymentInfo/indexV2.html 

•Final Federal Register - October 31, 2014 

•Effective date - July 1, 2015 

•NSLDS Gainful Employment User Guide 

•GEN-15-12 – GE Regulatory Overview 

•ANN-15-01 - Recorded Webinar – GE Reporting  
 

send questions to GE-Questions@ed.gov  

 
35 

36 

GEN-15-09  

http://www.ifap.ed.gov/GainfulEmploymentInfo/indexV2.html
http://www.ifap.ed.gov/GainfulEmploymentInfo/indexV2.html
mailto:GE-Questions@ed.gov
mailto:GE-Questions@ed.gov
mailto:GE-Questions@ed.gov
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Changes in the Law 

37 

•Consolidated and Further Continuing Appropriations 

Act of 2015 (Pub. L. 113-235) enacted 12/16/14 

•Changed section 484(d) HEA to allow a student who 

does not have a high school diploma (or recognized 

equivalent), or who was not properly homeschooled, to 

be eligible for Title IV aid through ability to benefit (ATB) 

alternatives, but ONLY if the student is enrolled in an 

"eligible career pathway programò 

•Any type of institution may offer eligible career pathway 

programs 

•No requirement to offer eligible career pathway programs 

 NOT your old ATB process! 

Grandfathered Students 

38 

•The Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2012 

amended section 484(d) of the HEA to allow a student 

without a high school diploma (or recognized 

equivalent), and who attended an eligible program at a 

Title IV institution prior to July 1, 2012, to be eligible 

for Title IV aid under the previous ATB alternatives 

(GEN-12-09) 

•Eligible students were referred to as having been 

“grandfathered”  

•The new provision in Pub. L. 113-235 does NOT 

affect the eligibility of students grandfathered under 

the 2012 provision 

Eligible Students 

39 

•Students enrolled in an eligible career pathway program, 

on or after July 1, 2014, (who are not HS graduates, 

properly homeschooled, or do not meet HS equivalent 

conditions) may be eligible to receive Title IV aid if meet 

one of the following ATB alternatives (484(d)(1)): 

•Passes an independently administered Department of 

Education approved ATB test 

•Completes at least 6 credit hours or 225 clock hours that are 

applicable toward a degree or certificate offered by the 

postsecondary institution 

•Completes a State process approved by the Secretary 

•To date, no State process has ever been sent for ED 

approval 

http://ifap.ed.gov/dpcletters/GEN1209.html
http://ifap.ed.gov/dpcletters/GEN1209.html
http://ifap.ed.gov/dpcletters/GEN1209.html
http://ifap.ed.gov/dpcletters/GEN1209.html
http://ifap.ed.gov/dpcletters/GEN1209.html
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Additional Considerations 

40 

•Career Pathway Program meets all ED criteria 

•ATB requirements met 

•Title IV aid used to only pay for courses in Title 

IV program 

•Limited Pell vs. Regular Pell 

 

Please see the EA dated 10/22/15 for a series of          

12 Q & As focused on the new ATB process and Career 

Pathway Programs 

41 

Negotiated Rulemaking – Borrower Defenses 

42 

Federal Register Notice – 10/20/15 

•Proposed regulation discussion: 

–Procedures for a borrower to establish defense to repayment 

–Criteria the Department will use to identify acts/omissions of 

an institution that constitute defenses to repayment 

–Standards and procedures that ED will use to determine 

school liability for amounts based on borrower defenses 

–Effect of borrower defenses on school capability 

assessments 

•Negotiator nominations must be submitted by 11/19/15 

•Negotiations will take place in Washington D.C. –  

–1/12-14/16; 2/17-19/16; 3/16-18/16 
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Experimental Sites Initiative 

43 

ÁFederal Register Notice – to be published 

ÁDual Enrollment 

ÁPermits otherwise-eligible high school 

students to receive Pell Grants while 

concurrently enrolled in Title IV-eligible 

postsecondary programs. 

ÁWatch for more information coming Fall, 

2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

44 

 Program Integrity “Proposed” Rules 

•Notice of Proposed Rule-Making (NPRM) 

published on May 18, 2015 
 

•Comments must have been received by    

July 2, 2015 
 

•Main Topics: 

–Cash Management 

–Repeat Coursework 

–Clock-to-Credit Conversion                           

(“clock hour program definition”) 

 

45 

 Program Integrity “Proposed” Rules 

•Cash Management 

•Establish two different types of arrangements between 

institutions and financial account providers (Tier 1 and 

2) and publically disclose these contracts and costs 

•Cannot require student/parent to open a certain type of 

account in order to receive TIV credit balance funds 

•Provide a list of account options in a neutral manner with 

the student’s preexisting bank account listed first 

•Obtain student/parent consent prior to sharing PII data 

or sending access devices from account providers  

•Mitigate fees incurred by student aid recipients 
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 Program Integrity “Proposed” Rules 
•Repeat Coursework 

•Allow institution offering term-based programs to 

count, for enrollment, courses  a student is retaking 

that they previously passed, up to one repetition per 

course, including when student is retaking a 

previously passed course due to the student 

failing other coursework 

•Clock-to-Credit Hour Conversion  

•Streamline conversion by removing provisions 

where a State/Federal approval or licensure action 

cause a program to be measured in clock hours 

47 

Dear Colleague Letters 

48 

•GEN-15-20 – DL/FFEL Reaffirmation Agreement 

•Borrower who inadvertently exceeds an annual or 

aggregate loan limit can regain Title IV eligibility by 

reaffirming the excess Direct Loan or FFEL program 

loan amount 

•Contains the basic steps required to reaffirm a debt 

•Resolution is reached as of the date the servicer 

receives the student’s signed reaffirmation agreement 

•Attached to the DCL is the new reaffirmation agreement 

with a June 30, 2018 expiration date that must be used 

no later than March 16, 2016 
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Dear Colleague Letters 

49 

•GEN-15-19 – Perkins Excess Liquid Capital 

•Reminds institutions that participate in Perkins they must 

return to the Department (ED) the Federal portion of any 

Excess Liquid Capital in their Perkins Loan Revolving Fund 

•Includes interactive worksheets to determine Excess Liquid 

Capital (ELC) that must be returned 

•ELC is the amount of the Fund’s “Cash On Hand” that is in 

excess of the institution’s estimated immediate needs 

•ED allows the institution to calculate the Federal share to be 

returned to ED and the institutional share that must be 

removed from the Fund and returned to the institution 

•The Federal share of the institution’s ELC must be returned 

to ED via G5 no later than December 31, 2015 

Dear Colleague Letters 

50 

•GEN-15-18 – Protecting Student Information 

•Reminds institutions of higher education and their third-party 

servicers of continuing obligations to protect data used in all 

aspects of administering Title IV FSA programs 

•Ensure that all FSA applicant information is protected from 

access by or disclosure to unauthorized personnel according 

to several state and federal laws. 

•Provides list of Industry standards and best practices 

•Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act requires schools to ensure the 

security and confidentiality of customer records and 

information 

•Institution remains liable for any action by its third-party 

servicers 

Dear Colleague Letters 

51 

•GEN-15-16 – Unaccompanied Homeless Youth Decisions 

•Reviews basic definitions, the application process, FAA 

protocols and possible documentation  

•Remind institutions that they should limit any inquiry to 

whether the applicant has been determined to be an 

unaccompanied youth who is homeless, or at risk of being 

homeless, rather than the reasons for the applicantôs 

homelessness (why) 

•If student unable to answer “yes” to the homeless youth 

dependency questions, is determined to be an 

unaccompanied youth who is homeless or at risk of being 

homeless by the FAA, then the FAA must submit a FAFSA 

“correction” using the “Homeless Youth Determination” flag 
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Dear Colleague Letters 

52 

•GEN-15-15 – Annual Security Report Changes 

–Provides summary of significant changes including: 

• Maintain statistics about the number of incidents of dating 

violence, domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking  

• “Clery geography” includes areas within the patrol 

jurisdiction of the campus police or the campus security 

department 

• Definitions of dating violence, domestic violence, sexual 

assault and stalking 

• Updated crime definitions under the FBI’s Uniform Crime 

Reporting program 

 

 

Dear Colleague Letters 

53 

•GEN-15-10 – State Authorization 

•Final regulations were effective July 1, 2011 

•ED provided for delays of implementation date (34 CFR 

600.9(a) and (b)) so long as the State was establishing an 

acceptable authorization process effective by July 1, 2015 

•The stay of these regulations ended June 30, 2015 

•These regulations do not apply to distance programs, only 

to physical locations of an institution of higher education  

•If state officials have concerns - contact Sophia McArdle - 

(202) 219-7078; stateauthorization@ed.gov 

•If school officials have concerns - contact your school 

participation division  

 

Dear Colleague Letters 

54 

GEN-15-08 – Citizenship and Immigration Documentation 

•Process through which a school and student can confirm 

studentôs citizenship or immigration status when student 

is unable to appear in person at school 

–Confirmation of Eligible Noncitizen Status 

•If unable to provide original documentation (e.g. distance 

education), school policy may permit students to 

photocopy, scan, or image immigration documents, and 

submit  electronic images or paper copies  to school 

•Subsequently, the school must initiate paper-based 

secondary confirmation process using the G-845 form 

once documents received from noncitizen student 

mailto:stateauthorization@ed.gov
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Dear Colleague Letters 

55 

GEN-15-08 – Citizenship and Immigration 

Documentation 

•Confirmation of U.S. Citizenship or U.S. National 

Status 

•If unable to provide original documentation (e.g. 

distance education), school policy may permit 

students to photocopy, scan, or image citizenship 

documents, and submit  electronic images or paper 

copies  to school for confirmation 

•NOTE: the G-845 secondary confirmation form is 

never used to confirm a student’s status as a U.S. 

citizen or national 

Dear Colleague Letters 

56 

GEN-15-08 – Citizenship and Immigration Documentation 

•Photocopying or Imaging 

•Reproduction of these documents is lawful for limited 

purpose of applying for Title IV aid 

•A school may provide additional guidance on how (e.g. 

time, place, and media) student should submit 

photocopies or other images of his or her documentation 

•If the school chooses to allow a student to submit a hard 

copy or electronic image of an original document, school 

should have a process in place to ensure that a student is 

submitting an exact copy, such as an affidavit 

–a sample copy of an affidavit is attached to the DCL 

Dear Colleague Letters 
GEN-15-05 – 2015-16 Unusual Enrollment History Flag 

2015-2016 UEH Flag has expanded to consider– 

•An applicant’s prior receipt of, in addition to a Federal Pell 

Grant, a Federal Direct Loan (not including Direct 

Consolidation Loans or parent PLUS Loans)  

•The prior four, instead of three, award years    

•For 2015-2016, UEH Flag evaluation includes the 2011-2012, 

2012-2013, 2013-2014, and 2014-2015 award years 

A school may self-select a student for UEH (not selected by 

ED) if suspect enrollment problems 

•Self-selected students treated as if have UEH 3 flag 

GEN-13-09 provides full institutional resolution guidance 
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Dear Colleague Letters 

GEN-15-03 – Federal Perkins Program 

•Barring any Congressional action, the authority to 

make Perkins loans to new borrowers will end 

September 30, 2015 

•If prior to October 1, 2015, school makes the first disbursement 

of a Federal Perkins Loan to a student for the 2015-2016 

award year, school may make any remaining disbursements of 

that 2015-2016 loan after September 30, 2015 
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Series of Perkins wind-down Q & As available under the “Hot 

Topics” area of IFAP.ed.gov (upper right-hand corner) 

Dear Colleague Letters 
GEN-15-03 – Federal Perkins Program 

•Narrow “grandfathering” provision allows schools to make 

Perkins Loans to certain students through 9/30/2020, if: 

•Student received at least one Perkins Loan disbursement on or 

before 6/30/15 (2014-2015 award year or earlier) 

•Student enrolled at same institution where the last Perkins 

Loan disbursement was received 

•Student enrolled in same academic program for which 

student received his or her last Perkins Loan disbursement 

–first four digits of the program’s CIP code are identical 

–Applies to undeclared once specific academic program chosen 

•Perkins Loan can be made only after student awarded all 

Direct Subsidized Loan aid for which student is eligible  

59 
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Electronic Announcements 

10/20/15 – NSLDS Enrollment Reporting Guide 

•Availability of Updated NSLDS Enrollment 

Reporting Guide (October 2015) and updated 

Enrollment Spreadsheet Submittal Instruction 

Guide 

•Links to the documents can be found in the 

announcement 

•Questions about NSLDS, can be directed to the 

NSLDS Customer Support Center at 800/999-8219 

or nslds@ed.gov 
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Electronic Announcements 

10/19/15 – DL Sub Limits - Remaining Period less than 

One Year 

•If the student's Remaining Eligibility Period is greater than 

0 years, but less than 1 year students can receive a Direct 

Subsidized Loan if: 

–applicable minimum loan period rules apply, and 

–loan period, academic year, enrollment status, and loan 

amount results in a Subsidized Usage Period that is equal to 

or less than the student's Remaining Eligibility Period 

•Provides examples of minimum loan period requirements 

for different academic calendars, enrollment status 

adjustments and loan amount considerations 

Electronic Announcements 

62 

9/21/15 – New Perkins Loan Assignment System (PLAS) 

–PLAS is now available at https://efpls.com 

•Perkins electronic processing: 

–Submit multiple loans as a “batch file” or submit individual loans  

–Securely upload supporting documentation (prom notes, etc.) 

–Search, view, and edit submitted loan assignment information  

–View Perkins reports of accepted/rejected loans for assignment 

•PLAS User Access Form and instructions, along with a 

PLAS User Guide is available at https://efpls.com  

•An overview of the PLAS user access process is 

attached to the 9/21/15 EA  

Electronic Announcements 

63 

9/8/15 – Clery Act 3rd Party Certifications 
 

•An institution is not required or expected to have 

any kind of Clery Act certification to comply with the 

Clery Act or the Department’s implementing 

regulations 

•Moreover, we do not give any weight to any such 

certification if we review an institution’s compliance 

with the Clery Act 

 

https://efpls.com/
https://efpls.com/
https://efpls.com/
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Electronic Announcements 

7/9/15 – Student Eligibility Codes in COD 

•Provided a chart that outlined which eligibility codes to use 

in COD for students with high school diplomas or 

equivalents and which codes to use for students qualifying 

for Title IV aid under ability-to-benefit (ATB) 
 

•IMPORTANT: Schools are responsible for determining 

student eligibility and the correct award amount for 

students who receive a Federal Pell Grant award under 

the Career Pathway Alternative Pell Grant Disbursement 

Schedules 

–COD does not contain these schedules and there are no system 

edits on the Pell Grant award amount related to these schedules 

65 

Training 
 

•2015 FSA Training 

Conference  

•Tuesday, December 1 – 

Friday, December 4, 2015 

•Mandalay Bay, Las Vegas, 

Nevada 

•fsaconferences.ed.gov (right-

hand side of IFAP website) 

•Conference and lodging 

registration is open! 
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67 

•FSA E-Training Website - fsatraining.info 

–Online training modules (e.g., Institutional Eligibility; 

Completing FISAP; Consumer Information, R2T4) 
 

•2014 FSA Training and 2015 ED NASFAA 

Conference presentations 

•fsaconferences.ed.gov  
 

•ANN-15-15 – upcoming Webinar 

–Register for instructor-led, online training that will describe 

best practices for protecting student data at institutions 

–10/27/15 -2:00 P.M. (ET); 10/29/15 - 11:30 A.M. (ET); 

11/10/15 -11:30 A.M. (ET); 11/12/15 - 2:00 P.M. (ET)  

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts 

68 

•Atlanta School Participation Team  

–Main Number:      404-974-9303 

–Cassandra Weems (IIS) 404-974-9305 
 

•Atlanta Training Officers  

–David Bartnicki – 404-974-9312 

 

 

 

 

 

Email:  firstname.lastname@ed.gov  

Training Feedback 

To ensure quality training we ask all participants to 

please fill out an online session evaluation   
 

•Go to http://s.zoomerang.com/s/DavidBartnicki 

•Evaluation form is specific to David Bartnicki 
 

•This feedback tool will provide a means to educate and 

inform areas for improvement and support an effective 

process for “listening” to our customers 
 

•Additional feedback about training can be directed to 

joann.borel@ed.gov 
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http://fsatraining.info/
http://s.zoomerang.com/s/DavidBartnicki
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Questions? 


